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REGIONAL LAUNCH EVENT 

of the “EU4Environment – Water Resources and Data” Programme (9 
February 2022, online format)  

 

SUMMARY RECORD 
Background  
 
This meeting aimed at presenting the new “EU4Environment – Water Resources and Data” programme, 
funded by the European Union (EU) within the framework of the Eastern Partnership (EaP). The meeting was 
attended by over 100 participants, including high-level officials and representatives of Civil Society 
Organisations from EaP countries, the European Commission, the implementing partners, as well as IFIs. In 
particular, the meeting was attended by National Focal Points appointed by each partner country. A list of 
participants can be found here.  

 
Item 1. Opening Remarks 
 
Mr. Lawrence MEREDITH, Director for Neighbourhood East and Institution Building, European Commission, 
welcomed participants and opened the meeting. Mr Meredith highlighted the EU role in supporting the 
partner countries’ green recovery. He stressed that the EU remains committed to work together with the 
Eastern partners to overcome the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. The five long-term objectives 
of the EaP policy beyond 2020 emphasise recovery, resilience and reform as key building blocks of the future 
agenda. The centrepiece of this agenda is the Economic and Investment Plan for the Eastern Partnership. 
The new programme will play a supporting role for implementing the Plan, in particular as concerns 
investments in cleaner air and water. Mr. Meredith reiterated the fact that the green transition can only 
happen with joint ownership and engagement of all parts of society. Engagement with civil society, including 
through the EaP Civil Society Forum, will ensure that the green transition is fair and does not leave anybody 
behind. 

 
Item 2. Presentation of the Programme outline and key elements by Implementing Partners 
 
The Implementing Partners presented the expected outcomes, outputs, and planned activities of the 
programme, indicating how they would contribute to improved water resources management and more 
sound evidence in support of environmental policies and investments. Also the key issues to be discussed 
with countries during the inception phase were outlined. The project leaflet can be found here and the 
presentation delivered by the partners can be found here.  
 

https://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/water-eecca/List%20of%20Participants%20Regional%20Launch%20Event.pdf
https://issuu.com/oecd.publishing/docs/eu4env-water_data_leaflet
https://www.slideshare.net/OECD_ENV/eu4environment-water-and-data-regional-launch-event
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Item 3. Feedback by EaP officials and the EaP Civil Society Forum on current trends and   country 
priorities, including questions on new Programme 
 
Senior representatives from each Eastern Partnership country acknowledged progress made in this area 
thanks to EU support and welcomed the new programme, providing feedback on their current trends and 
priorities for water management and environmental data. 
 
The Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum provided feedback on its priorities for the new programme 
including support to open access environmental data and improving the state of water management within 
the region. The need for national activities and regional coordination was noted.  
 
Item 4. Outlook to national kick-off events and inception phase meetings 
 
Implementing Partners presented the inception period plans. National meetings will be arranged as follows: 
 

 Armenia: 28 February 2022; Azerbaijan: 2 March 2022; Georgia:10 March 2022; Republic of 
Moldova: 9 March 2022; Ukraine: 11 March 2022  

A regional meeting will be organised around June 2022 to feedback findings of the inception phase and 
present the proposed work programme to partner countries.  
 
Item 5. Closing remarks 
 
Michaela Hauf, Team Leader for Green and Connectivity at DG NEAR, invited final comments from 
participants before closing the meeting.  
 
Irina Sukhy of the non-governmental organisation “Ecohome” (Belarus 1 ) stressed the importance of 
supporting the involvement of civil society from Belarus in the implementation of the new programme, 
noting the relevant focus of the project’s outputs. 
 
Marco Beros of the European Investment Bank (EIB) highlighted the relevance of EIB’s “climate risk and 
vulnerability assessment” for the water sector and beyond and expressed readiness to interact in the context 
of the new programme. It was noted that the assessment has already been used in Ukraine and terms of 
reference were provided for information.  
 
Krzysztof Michalak (OECD) welcomed the new programme to the “EU4Environment” family and looked 
forward to identifying opportunities for collaboration.     
 
Ms. Hauf thanked meeting participants for their active engagement in discussions and closed the meeting.  
 

The Summary Record and the meeting documentation was prepared by the Implementing Partners (OECD, UNECE, Austrian 

Environment Agency, Austrian Development Agency and The International Office of Water).  

Disclaimer: 

The opinions expressed and arguments employed herein do not necessarily reflect the official views of the Implementing 

Partner Organisations, EC, EU, their member countries and the EaP countries. This document, as well as any data and any map 

included herein, are without prejudice to the status of or sovereignty over any territory, to the delimitation of international 

frontiers and boundaries and to the name of any territory, city or area. 
 

                                                           
1 With regard to the participation of Belarus, and in line with the Council Conclusions of 12 October 2020, the EU will 
focus on intensifying cooperation with non-state stakeholders, including notably civil society, independent media and 
youth. 


